
 

 
 

Strong Hand has continued to step up every time the bar has been 

raised this preparation.  

The four year old Not A Single Doubt gelding has won his last 

four starts with his most recent being a Saturday meeting at 

Moonee Valley.  

Strong Hand won his Maiden at Sale in June and added two 

metropolitan wins at Warrnambool and Geelong, meetings 

transferred from Sandown, before making it four on end. 

Guided by Craig Williams, he sat second throughout and had to 

dig deep from the 600m mark to reel in the leader Leveraction. 

“I felt that we could have been vulnerable late, but he was good 

and tough and it shows he’s going to be a really nice horse,” said 

Williams following his win.  

Hopefully Strong Hand will continue to meet the challenges ahead 

of him.  

 

 

Tall Ship has been named the Country Racing Victoria Horse of 

the Year for the season 2014/2015.  

The Sea the Stars gelding arrived in Australia last year and made 

an immediate impact on Australian soil.  

He won the Terang and Stawell Cups before adding the Listed 

Warrnambool Cup to his CV.  

The five year old is now being aimed at the Spring riches and 

returned with a nice first up run at Caulfield on the night he was 

crowned.   
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Our stable stars have kicked off their Spring campaigns in August, but unfortunately there will be one star 

who will be on the sidelines due to injury. Unfortunately Trust In A Gust is out of the Spring due to a chip 

on his patella.  

Dandino, May’s Dream, Tall Ship, Taiyoo and Prince of Penzance all returned at Caulfield on the final 

weekend of August.  

Stratum Star returned at Caulfield two weeks earlier and followed up with an impressive second up run in 

the Group 1 Memsie Stakes, finishing 3rd to Boban and Entirely Platinum.  

We look forward to an exciting 2015 Spring Carnival!  

 

Stratum Star (Michele Payne), Dandino (Johnny Allen) & Taiyoo (Brad Rawiller) receiving instructions 

before heading out for their gallop. 

 

 

 

Osteria is proving to be a Geelong synthetic track specialist with all of his wins to date at the course.   

His maiden victory was in July 2014 and since then he has added another two victories.  

His most recent wins haven’t come without testing the patience of his owners on more than one occasion. 

You see, Osteria isn’t the easiest of horses to deal with at the barriers and there have been numerous 

occasions when things just haven’t gone to plan at the gates during trials and races. But the owners stuck 

by his ability, knowing there were more wins in store.  

He won a BM64 1200m Handicap in July and followed up with another win and a close second in August 

on the synthetic track.  

Looks like it’s back to the synthetic for his next start to try and get another win on the board.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Winners 

Lake Sententia ~ First Bloom ~ Real Messi ~ Osteria ~ Deadly ~ Kelkea ~ Topography 
Refulgent ~ Matagami ~ Shakespeare ~ Diamond Valores ~ My Sanctuary ~ Twin Tea 

Bags ~ Tilla Bell Rings ~ Princess Hussey ~ Lightning Bell ~ Du Sumpent ~ Strong Hand 
Fledged ~ Stellar Collision ~ Galaya  

Spring Stars Kick off  

Synthetic Specialist  



 

Deadly showed he has a bright future over the jumps 

when he won on debut at Bendigo.  

With plenty of ground work completed by jockey 

Johnny Allen around the stables and at the trials, there 

was never any doubt he wasn’t going to make the 

transition to jumps racing with ease.  

A win over 2200m at Geelong in early August topped 

him off nicely prior to his Maiden Hurdle victory.  

As Johnny Allen does, he gave him the run of the race, 

where he was able to jump cleanly throughout.   

He fought off the late challenge of Gold Medals in the home straight to go on and win by over a length.  

His next start at Ballarat was a much tougher assignment and although things didn’t quite go to plan, we 

are sure there are plenty more wins just around the corner for the four year old.  

 

 

To our long-time supporters it may feel like First Bloom and Lake Sententia have been involved with the 

stable for years and years, as they are your typical bread and butter mares who always put their best foot 

forward.  

Although the bonnie mares hadn’t been in the winner’s circle for quite a while it was great to see them both 

back winning on the 1st day of August.  A great birthday present for themselves.  

First Bloom returned to the races in May after 61 weeks off from the knee surgery and although it took her 

6 runs this preparation to crack through, she has never been far away.  

The Dylan Thomas mare is raced by Robyn Shakespeare, who bought the six year old mare as a yearling, 

having raced her mother Celtic Bloom with Darren over 10 years ago.  

In a slowly run race, Harry Coffey settled at the rear of the field, before peeling out wide approaching the 

home turn.  

It took her the length of the Moonee Valley straight to hit the 

front, but she got there right on the line to win by a head.  

Later in the day Lake Sententia defied race caller Greg Miles 

when he called second placegetter Raposo as having the race 

won on the home turn.  

It was the first time Lake Sententia was back in the number 1 

stall since June 2013 and clearly having the blinkers on for the 

first time did the trick.  

Like First Bloom, Lake Sententia also had a lengthy spell 

following the spring of 2013 due to injury.  

It is a credit to John Richards who owns Lake Sententia and 

Robyn Shakespeare for having the faith their horses to 

continue on after their injuries.  

 

 

 

First Bloom featuring on the front of the Sportsman  

 

Deadly  

Blooming Again  
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We have completed our review of operating costs and prepared budgets for 2015-2016.  

Our results have continued to reflect the expectations of our extremely loyal owners, resulting in our 

second metropolitan premiership.  

To continue to achieve these results requires massive and ongoing investment in facilities and staff, 

resulting in pressures to necessitate a fee increase.  

Our financial advisors have recommended a daily increase of $10 per horse, but as recognition of the 

support we receive from owners, Darren had decided a $5 daily fee increase and deferred the remaining $5 

daily increase until March 2016. Your September accounts will indicate this fee adjustment and GST. 

Darren is appreciative of the privilege of training your horses and thanks you for your ongoing support 

and loyalty.  

 

 

Please remember when making payments to use your Account ID  and Keyword.   These details are located 

on the front page of your account on the right hand side.  

Please DO NOT use the horse name or descriptions such as “training”, 

“deposit” or “horse”.  

Payments that don’t reflect the Account ID and Keyword will not always be 

allocated correctly, causing errors and wasting time.   
 

 

For the 11th consecutive year we took out the leading Victoria Country Racing Trainer Award. A fantastic 

achievement that couldn’t be accomplished without our staff and owners. Thank you!! 

Congratulations to Dean Yendall for receiving Jockey of the Year, Ben Thompson for Apprentice of the 

Year and the Ballarat Turf Club for the Club of the Year. We have had a great association with all these 

winners and hopefully our success together can continue.  
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